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SHORT COMMUNICATION
First record in Greece of the palm tree pest
Paysandisia archon
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The presence of Paysandisia archon infesting Washingtonia robusta,
(Lepidoptera: Castniidae) was observed for Trachycarpus fortunei and Chamaerops
first time in Greece from the first author on humilis (Fig. 1)

13/9/2006 in Heraklion (Crete Island)
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FIG. |. Chamaerops humilis infested by Paysandisia archon (Lepidoptera: Castniidae) (photo
by Maria Vassarmidaki).
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On the palm trees larvae (Fig. 2) and an
empty puparium were found. The infestation
was made obvious by the residues of the
feeding activity as well from the feces of the
larvae. In addition, P. archon was found
from the second author on 27/12/2006 in
Aghios Stefanos (Attica) on Trachvearpus
fortunei. The species was identified
according to Sarto i Monteys key (2002). P.
archon (Fig. 3) is an important pest of palm
trees infesting many species, such as Butia
vatay, Chamaerops humilis, Latania sp.,

Livistona chinensis, L. decipiens, L. saribus,
Phoenix canariensis, P. dactylifera, P.
reclinata, Sabal sp., Trachycarpus fortunei,
Trithrinax campestris and Washingtonia spp.
It is originated from South America
(Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay).
In Europe it has been already found in
France, Italy, Spain and United Kingdom
(Reynaud et al. 2002, Espinosa et al. 2003,
Riolo et al. 2004, Montagud et al. 2004,
Colazza et al. 2005, EPPO Reporting
Services, 2002-2006, Kontodimas 2006).

FIG. 2. Larvae of Paysandisia archon (photo by Maria

assarmidaki).

FIG. 3. Cocoon and adult of Paysandisia archon (photo by Maria Vassarmidaki).
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I[pot™y kKotaypoen oty EALGSG Tov £40p0oV TOV QOVIKOEWB OV
Paysandisia archon
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Awmothbnke yw npoOt) @opd oty Elhdda n mapovoio tov exfpod tov QowIKOESOV
Paysandisia archon (Lepidoptera: Castniidae). To éviopo mopammpfibnke ond v mpdn
ouyypagéa oto Hpdaxhewo Kpamg otg 13/9/2006 o @utd Washingtonia robusta,
Trachycarpus fortunei xou Chamaerops humilis. Zto @utd Ppédnkav mpovipees Siapopov
Ay Kot vopgiké ékdovpa. H mpooBoln eviomictnke and To amoympipoTe NG TpovOLeNS
KOU TO DTOAEILUATO TG TPOQNS TNG, MOV £X0VV KOAAMEN-HEMTOSN vOT| Kot mopovataloviot
eEmtepikd otov yevdokopud tov mpooPePfinuévov powikoswddv. Emiong to P. archon
Bpebnke amd to devtepo cvyypapén otig 27/12/2006 otov Ayio Ztépoavo ATTIKNG 68 QUTO
Trachycarpus fortunei. To eidog Tavtomomifnke obppova pe v kieido tov Sarto i Monteys
(2002). To P. archon amotehei cofupd £x0p6 TV POWIKOEWSOV KadbS TpocPdilel TOALE £id)
onwg Butia yatay, Chamaerops humilis, Latania sp., Livistona chinensis, L. decipiens, L.
saribus, Phoenix canariensis, P. dactylifera, P. reclinata, Sabal sp., Trachycarpus fortunei,
Trithrinax campestris xon Washingtonia spp. H neployf npoéhevong tov P. archon gival n
votog Auepikiy (Apyevtvr), Bpalikia, Tapoayovdn, Ovpovyovdn). Zmnv Evpdnn éyxet
napatnpndet og lodhia, [tokia, lotavia kot Ayyhio.



