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SHORT COMMUNICATION

Adistemia watsoni: a stored product fungus beetle
new record for Greece
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ABSTRACT

During an inspection survey concerning stored product insects in the mainland Greece the
stored product fungus beetle Adistemia watsoni Wollaston (Coleoptera: Lathridiidae) was rec-
orded to feed upon conidia of Penicillium developing on stored plums and corn. Information on

its morphology and distribution is briefly given.

The insect Adistemia watsoni Wollaston
(1871) (Coleoptera: Lathridiidae) was found
in several dwellings in the Greek mainland,
during an inspection survey concerning
stored product insects in Greece. Adults of
A. watsoni were found to feed upon conidia of
Penicillium (ascomycetous fungi) developing
on stored fruits and seeds (plums and corn)
in damp locations.

The beetle A. watsoni: Lathridius
(Cartodere) bicostata Reiter (1877), Cartodere
godarti Belon (1879), belongs to the suborder
Polyphaga, superfamily Cucujoidea, family
Lathridiidae and subfamily Lathridiinae. The
families Lathridiidae and Cryptophagidae in-
clude species considered associated with
moisture in warehouses called also “fungus”
or “plaster” beetles. Lathridiidae are also
called “minute brown scavenger beetles” as
they feed on dead animals or plants, decay-
ing materials or animal waste (Borror et al.
1981).

A. watsoni has a very characteristic mor-
phology (Fig. 1): the body is small in size

(1.3-1.5mm), elongate — oval and depressed.
Upper surfaces of body, glabrus. The general
body colour is light yellowish brown. Head
and pronotum are very slender. The head is
well produced in front of the eyes. The la-
brum is strongly broadened and widely en-
closing sides of clypeus. Compound eyes are
small, moderately convex, each consisting of
about six facets and (to distinguish between
similar genera Dienerella and Acalypto-
ischion), distant from rear margin of head.
Antennae are rather short, 10-segmented,
antennal club 3-segmented. There are no
longitudinal ridges on pronotum. Elytra are
coarsely punctured (Hinton 1945, Ebeling
1975, Mallis 2004).

The species is considered cosmopolitan.
According to “Fauna Europaea” it is mainly
found in Afro-tropical and Nearctic regions.
In Europe it is present in the British Isles,
Czech Republic, France, Germany, Finland,
Switzerland, Italy, Spain, Latvia, Madeira,
Sicily, Denmark (Hansen and Pedersen
1991) and Norway (Skartveit 1999). Accord-
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ing to Buchelos (1985) and “Fauna Euro-
paea”, A. watsoni was not found in Greece
before.

p

FIG.1. Adistemia watsoni adult
(by C. Th. Buchelos)
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[pot kataypae] otnv EALGSG TOV evTopov amodnkov
Adistemia watsoni

T.X. HAITAAOIIOYAOY' KAI K.Q. MITOYXEAOX?

" Teyvoloyié Exmoudevtiné Topoua Osooalovikne. Zxorii Teyvoloyiac Iewmoviag,
Epyaotipio Eviouoloyiag, T.O. 14, T.K. 57 400
? Fewmdévoc — Eviopoiéyocs, Ouot. Kabyyntic Iewmovikod Iavemotquiov AOnvdv

IHEPIAHYH

Y10 mhaicto avalntnong vEmv eVIoHoAOYIK®OV gxBpdv otnv EALGSa mov mpocPdiiovy amodn-
Kkevpéva mpoiovta, Ppeédnke 1o évtopo Adistemia watsoni Wollaston (1871) (Coleoptera:
Lathridiidae) va tpépetarl pe pOKNTEG TOL AVOTTOGGOVTOL GE OMOENPAUEVO SOUACKN VO KoL
onopovg KoAoumoktov. [pdkeitar yuo Eviopo pikpov peyédoug (1,3 émg 1,5 yk.) pe ypopott-
opd TOAD OVOLYTO KAGTOVO KOl LE YOPOKTNPIOTIKE [kpn Ke@aAn kot mpoveto. To &idog A.
watsoni dgv €yl avapepbel puéypt onpepa otn xdpa pog. Xtnv Evponn cvvavtdror oty Bpe-
tavio, Togyia, Fodiia, Ohavdio, ['eppovia, davdia, EAPetia, Ionavia, Itodic, Madépa, Xi-
keAla, Agtovia, Aavia kot Noppnyio.
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